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RepoRt fRom CRaig mCgillivRay,  

Governor report  

 
Fellow Kin, THANK YOU to each of you for being a part  
of my year in Our Community!  

i was able to travel to the Zone Conferences this year and connect 
with many of the Kin throughout District 3. thank you to everyone  
for your hospitality.  

With the hard work, dedication, fellowship and fun that we 
share in District 3, we have had another successful year growing 
and retaining our membership. Welcome to the two new clubs, 
thunder Creek Kinsmen Club and pilot Butte & District Kinette 
Club.  

Words cannot express my gratitude towards the work that  
my executive and Deputy governors accomplished this year. 
thank you! 

Congratulations to trent and the Kinsmen foundation team on 
another year of hard work and dedication to helping the people  
of Saskatchewan. Congratulations also to todd and the 
telemiracle 40 committee on your efforts throughout the year 
towards planning another great show. it always makes me proud 
to know how much the people of Saskatchewan care, we couldn’t 
do what we do without each and every one of them.  

i look forward to seeing many of you in assiniboia at District 
Convention to celebrate our accomplishments. i believe that we 
were very successful in Serving our Community’s greatest Need. 

yours in Kin 

Craig mcgillivray 

THANK YOU 
to each of 
you for being 
a part of my 
year in Our 
Community

“
  

“

DisTriCT

Master Kinsmen JoeyKerrOberT KiNsMeN
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KiNSmeN fouNDatioN ChaiR RepoRt  

hello District iii 

it is hard to believe how fast this Kin year is going. What can i say time flies when you are having fun!!! 

Well just one meeting left this year and we have accomplished so much. We are averaging well over 100 
applications per meeting in fact we are on track to hit in the neighbourhood of 1300 applications this 
year. the need is quite apparent and i can’t stress enough how every dollar raised counts. i want to pass 
a shout out to the board for all their hard work and dedication to their fellow board members and their 
applicants. first class service from first class people. We have come a long way this year and none of it 
would be possible if it was not for your dedication. one special group of people we need to thank is all 
of our families for giving us the opportunity to do the work that we get to do for the foundation.  

i would also like to take a moment and recognize leanne Wildeman. leanne has spent a whopping 
7 years on the board. 4 years as a rep and the past 3 on the management side. thank you leanne for 
your dedication and mentorship to this board. people like yourself don’t come along very often. So 
thank you for your touch on this organization. as said in the past with your absence we have some 
pretty big shoes to fill.  

i would also like to pass a huge thaNK you to or departing reps David alexander from Zone B, 
Scott lamb from Zone f, aaron Wilgosh from Zone g. and Jodie molsberry from Zone i. the 4 of you 
showed great leadership to the board and compassion toward your applicants.  

We have had 3 people step forward to fill the upcoming rep positions. Chad hall from the moose Jaw 
Kinsmen, Sarah evans from the Rose valley Kinettes and our very own Jodie moslberry is stepping 
forward for another term. this pretty exciting!! We are still looking for a rep to fill in for zone f. 

i really can’t say enough about the benefits of being a rep on the foundation Board. it is without a 
doubt a huge time commitment but the rewards definitely outweigh the work. We have 9 meetings per 
year and the average prep time for a meeting is approximately 15-20 hours. on top of all of this you will 
be required to read all the applications so we can all be accountable to each other and for the donor 
dollars that we work so hard to earn. Not to worry though as you will be fully trained and up to speed 
in no time!! one quickly forgets the time commitment when they make the call to their applicant on 
Sunday morning, just knowing that you had a hand in making a difference in someone’s life. let it be 
a walker, scooter, van conversion or travel assistance for heart surgery in edmonton. a very common 
Remark made is that this position was clearly the most rewarding highlight in their Kin career.   

if you are interested in joining the board i ask that you come check out our final meeting for this Kin 
year, the date is June 18th.  please contact myself or the office to book a spot at the meeting. i can 
also be reached at 306-921-9577. 

Can’t wait to see you all again in assinaboia!! 

yiK 

trent fedorychka 
foundation Chair 
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Hey D3! 

my goal this kin year was to update the content 
and add some new pages to the district website 
as well as to keep the members informed via 
email about important district 3 news.  i met 
my goal along with the assistance of my fellow 
District executive team and all of you.     

i sure hope that you all had a chance to visit our 
District 3 website  
http://www.district3kin.com/  here are a few 
of the new pages that have been added about 
service projects, upcoming events, convention/
conference information and education/
Resources.  

under the following sections on the website you 
will find the updated information.  

our impact – National Service Directors 
Newsletters, Cystic fibrosis, Canadian Blood 
Services, telemiracle and more. 

events page – a NeW Calendar which will 
include upcoming events, fundraisers, dates to 
remember and conventions and conferences  

under more:
Conventions and Conferences – registration 
and hotel information for our upcoming District 

Convention that will be held in assiniboia in 
June, the early bird deadline is april 30. as soon 
as the delegate form and agenda is ready it will 
be posted there for you. 

education/Resources – National and District 
documents that all clubs/members will find 
beneficial.

i know that our incoming Communications 
Director mel will continue to keep the 
information updated and will let all of you know 
about what is happening in D3. 

thanks governor Craig for giving me this 
opportunity to be part of your executive team 
and thank you to the rest of the executive for all 
of your support and guidance.  
  
have a great summer and see you all at District 
Convention in assiniboia. 

yiK 

margaret manz
2015-16 Communications Director

RepoRt fRom maRgaRet maNZ,  

CommuniCations DireCtor
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hRef RepoRt
           
We are nearing the end of our 2016 year 
for Kin Canada Bursaries and as part of that, we 
will be going through the process of contacting 
the various clubs in the District 3 which have 
won awards.  Calls will be happening over the 
next few weeks.  if your club has received an 
award for the student you’ve submitted, please 
consider celebrating this on social media via 
facebook – we love pictures!  We also do have 
a hRef facebook page, please like us online and 
ask to join if you’re interested in hearing about 
our success stories!

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1489838284584587/

i also want to take the time to thank all clubs 
who have generously donated to the hal Rogers 
endowment fund (hRef) this past year.  Because 
of your generosity, over 1000 bursaries have now 
been awarded to students across Canada.  

this year i will be the Chair for hRef and april 
hopkins has accepted the role of vice Chair – i 
look forward to working with her, along with the 
other trustees.  for your reference, the trustees are:

eli Rizk - Chair
april hopkins – vice Chair
edwin herrenschmidt - Communications 
michelle harfitt - Communications
Denae parker - Secretary
eric Wilson - treasurer

there will be a presentation at District 
convention about some changes to the bursary 
submission process - looking forward to sharing 
an update with you at assiniboia in June! 

yiK,

eli Rizk
Chair, hRef
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ZoNe a RepoRt           

Fellow Kin!  i can’t believe that we are 
approaching the end of the Kin year and i have 
had a blast being your Zone a Dg.  there are 
some amazing Kin in our Zone, province and all 
across Canada.  our Zone has been busy with 
service and fundraising projects to serve the 
community’s greatest need and we were well 
represented at telemiracle.   

i was able to travel to all the clubs in Zone a 
for installations before Christmas and have 
started making spring visits. We have our Zone 
Conference on april 3rd in paradise hill.  We had 
7 out of the 8 clubs in attendance as well as our 
governor, vice governor, Secretary and Service 
Director.  there was lots of fun and fellowship 
along with great discussion.  i would like to 
congratulate our new Zone a Deputy governor, 
evan haubrich.  i am confident that evan will be 
an excellent Deputy governor.

thanks to governor Craig and the rest of 
the district executive for a great year.  your 
dedication to Kin is amazing! 

please keep us updated on your events with our 
Zone a facebook page. i look forward to seeing 
you all at Districts in assiniboia, and remind 
you that i am always available to answer any 
questions or concerns that you have.

yiK
michelle Jaindl
Dg - Zone a
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ZoNe C RepoRt          

Greetings to all my fellow saskin; 

as we wrap up yet another season and Kin year. first and foremost want 
to send out my thanks to my fellow Deputy governor for Zone C; mandy 
Rathgeber who did a phenominal job this year in keeping everyone 
on board and Kinnected. i would also like to thank governor Craig 
mcgillvray for giving me the opportunity to serve the membership of 
this association from across West Central Saskatchewan.
 
this past year our focus was on establishing communication and getting 
out to meet as many of our membership from across the zone and 
bring them on board.  We were so fortunate to be able to meet a 
few old faces and meet many more new ones. 

our association has made tremendous strides in opening the 
communication in Zone C and our new Deputy governor Kerri 
Seffern from the Kerrobert Kinettes  will continue to build upon that 
progress. to our membership across the Zone keep in touch and lets 
her know all the great things that our happening over the summer 
and the upcoming year. 

for myself, this was a chance to serve on the District Council as a Dg 
one more time, and it has been a privilege and an honour to do so. 
on Behalf of mandy and myself i would extend best wishes to all of 
our fellow Kin from across this great province of Saskatchewan. 

thank-you 

Joe vanderKuur 
mandy Rathgeber 

Deputy governor Zone C
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Happy spring!  Zone D has been extremely busy 
over the last several months, with various fundraisers 
- both big and small, social gatherings and a zone 
conference in prince albert on april 9th.  the zone 
conference was very well attended with 6 out of the 
10 clubs represented.  thank you to the prince albert 
Kinettes for doing such a fine job of organizing this 
at the beautiful little Red River park!  thank you also 
to all the clubs who sent a representative to the 
meeting!  this was the best attendance we have 
had for a long time.  thanks to governor Craig 
mcgillivary, heather mcgillivary & Kim lowe for 
making the long trek from Regina to attend. 

i was just reading the membership stats for our 
District & Zone and i am going to toot the horn for 
my home club, the Saskatoon & District Kinettes, with 
the most new members of all the clubs in the country, 
aside from the two new clubs in our district.  We have 
gained 10 new members over the last Kin year!  our 
secret, i believe, is that we try to be very inclusive.  it 
is not all about fundraising.  We do a lot of service 
projects throughout the year and really try to include 

everyone in these projects.  We also do a lot of social 
activities throughout the year, such as our annual 
ladies’ weekend which was held at Candle lake this 
year, brunches, pottery painting, mini golf, entering 
the annual Christmas parade, an annual presidents’ 
windup party and many other activities.  even though 
our club has a wide range of ages, from early 20’s to 
early 60’s, we all get along very well.  my philosophy 
is that you will get out of your club exactly what you 
put in and if you are only going to meetings and not 
participating in any of your club projects or activities, 
you will not gain any of the camaraderie that is so 
importantl for the success of any Kin club. 

i have really enjoyed being your Zone D Deputy 
governor this past year and meeting so many of 
the Kin members of this zone and district.  i look 
forward to many more years being a member of 
this great organization. 

have a wonderful summer!
Susan Stevenson, Deputy governor, Zone D, District 3
Dg - Zone a

ZoNe D, DiStRiCt 3 SpRiNg RepoRt

Hello family of Kin

With another Kin year coming to an end, so is my 
role as Zone i Dg. i can&#39;t believe how much 
i have learned about D3 Kin and how we run as a 
district. We held zone conference in april in Watrous 
with 4/10 clubs present. thanks to Craig, heather 
and Kim for attending. 

Congrats to Watrous Kinette Shantel prentice, she 
will be your incoming Dg. Shantel was a great travel
companion this year and has the drive and passion 
for Kin. i am looking forward to seeing her shine in 
Zone i. our clubs in zone i have done some amazing 
projects this year as well as put in many service 
hours. Congrats to you for all your hard work 

ZoNe i  RepoRt

thank you to zone i clubs for all your support. Dg 
is a great stepping stone into the district executive 
thank you for giving me that opportunity. 

last but not least to my Watrous Kinettes.  thank you 
for all your love and support and encouragement. 
you are the best. 

mel Rostie
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memBeRShip
           
i’m very happy to report that our membership numbers are positive! We have gained more 
members than we have lost over the year and 2 communities have chartered clubs. So far i have 
sent over 150 welcome letters to new members. it’s great to see people working hard at growing 
their clubs. please help to make new members feel welcome and value their contributions. they can 
bring new ideas and energy that may be lacking. also, keep things fun. all work and no play is not a 
positive Kin experience. 

if retention is an issue in your club, pay attention to why people are quitting. is it a personal conflict? 
Remind everyone you are working towards a common goal and personal feelings shouldn’t interfere. 
are meetings too long and dull? Be respectful of everyone’s time and include fellowship wherever 
possible. get to the root of the problem before it’s too late. your community depends on the good 
work you do. 

i am looking forward to seeing everyone in #amazingassiniboia at District Convention where i will 
report final numbers. 

yours in Kin, 

Jesse Shkuratoff
District membership Director
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SeRviCe DiReCtoR RepoRt         

First of all, i want to thank all of you in District 3 for all the hard work you put towards service 
projects and fundraising events. When i attended the Zone conferences this year, i was so impressed 
by all the hard work that the clubs do! 

We need to let Kin Canada know what District 3 has been doing! thank you to the following clubs 
that used the on-line reporting during the year: 

u of R Kin Campus Club   Watrous Kinettes
assiniboia Kinettes    assiniboia Kinsmen
humboldt & District Kinettes  meadow lake Kinsmen
Jansen & District Kinettes   poW City Kinsmen
macklin Kinettes    Rosetown Kinsmen
melville Kinettes    Regina Queen City Kinettes
parkland Kinettes    Saskatoon & District Kinettes
pilot Butte and District Kinettes

if you have not been reporting your service hours and dollars raised throughout the Kin year, your 
club muSt complete the yearly service report form by June 15, 2016.

We beat our goal for Cystic fibrosis! our goal for the year (Cf Canada year) was $65,000 and we 
raised close to $68,000. Way to go District 3! our next goal is $73,000….let’s show them what D3 
can do!

to send in your Cf funds, make the cheque payable to Cystic fibrosis Canada and send to:
 attention: alice awweh
 Cystic fibrosis Canada
 2323 yonge Street, Suite 800
 toronto, oN
 m4p 2C9

We also have a special guest attending our District convention this year. helen meinzinger, Chair of 
the Kin Canada – Cystic fibrosis Canada liaison Committee will be at the convention and will be 
sharing her story. you won’t want to miss it!

We beat our goal for Canadian Blood Services! our goal for the year was 50 donations and we 
had 55! this year our goal is 55. and remember to use the partner iD# when you give blood…
KiNC110247. give it to your friends and family members. anyone can use our partner iD # and 
District 3 will get credited for the blood donation!

thanks again for all your hard work. it makes me proud to be a member of District 3 and serve as 
your District Service Director!

yours in Kin, 
 
Kim lowe 
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FOUNDATiON
Hello saskin, this is my “formal” introduction 
to all of you as the new Kinsmen Foundation 
executive Director! i took over the director’s 
chair on april 1st  and wow, it has been a busy but 
wonderful month. it was a great experience going 
through the hiring process with trent, leanne and 
eli. they definitely had their work cut out for them. 
hiring for a position like this is no easy task!  

my first two days on the job included the april 
board meeting. how is that for trial by fire? What 
an amazing group of people you have representing 
your clubs. the work that goes into being on the 
board is intense and each member of the board 
brings valuable talents to the table and is strongly 
dedicated to their community. i am so impressed!  

So here is a “bit” of information about me.  i am 
originally from small town Saskatchewan. my family 
owned a farm near Beechy where i grew up with my 
two younger brothers. i have four children, ages 17 to 
32. i have been involved in the disability world since  
the birth of my daughter ashley, who is now 26 years 
old and who was born with spina bifida. from that time 
i have either worked for, volunteered or advocated for 
accessibility and inclusiveness through organizations 
such as the Saskatchewan Wheelchair Sports 
association, Saskatchewan association for Community 
living, university of Saskatchewan, City of Saskatoon 
and others. i was a founding member of the university 
of Saskatchewan, Kids in motion Wheelchair Dance 
team which performed at telemiracle for several years 
both in Saskatoon and Regina. as 
a strong believer in advocacy for 
awareness and accessibility,  
i have addressed legislation, 
policy and community 
development. and at a grassroots 
level, i have been involved in 
community fundraising projects 
such as everybody’s playground, 
Saskatoon’s accessible 
playground project. i was an 
appointed committee member 
to sit on the City of Saskatoon 
accessibility advisory team for six 
years and currently i am a Senate 
member for the university  
of Regina. 

my previous position was with the adoption 
Support Centre of Saskatchewan (aSCS), a 
government funded, non-profit community based 
organization where i was eD for over fourteen 
years. i am well acquainted with the world and 
challenges of nonprofit organizations! throughout 
my career with aSCS i have developed programs, 
policy and legislation to better meet the needs of 
vulnerable children and their families within the 
child welfare system in our province. Regardless of 
where i work or volunteer i am passionate about 
supporting the people that need support in our 
communities! 

this is where i feel that i share a common 
bond with each of you. the incredible work 
that has been done by Kinsmen and Kinettes in 
Saskatchewan is a testament to your dedication 
and hard work, as well as deeply reflecting the 
philosophy that “we all work better together”! the 
success of over forty years of telemiracle is a true 
reflection of your passion and commitment and 
i am very excited to meet each of you at District 
Convention in June. i will be a regular contributor 
to the Saskin Report to keep you up to date on 
what is happening here in the Kinsmen foundation 
world.  i know we will share many more years of 
future success with the Kinsmen foundation and 
telemiracle!

Cindy Xavier
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paSt viCe fouNDatioN ChaiR leanne wilDeman
 
 
Dear Fellow Kin, 

it is hard to believe this day has come, my final 
Saskin Report while on the Kinsmen foundation 
Board. it has been an incredible experience and 
one that i will forever cherish and never forget. 
i want to start by congratulating todd and his 
entire team, as well as all of District 3, for the 
incredible success of telemiracle 40! Wow!! it 
is certainly an emotional time when you watch 
that number climb, and to reach over 5 was so 
incredible! Congratulations Saskatchewan! the 
Kinsmen foundation will be using all of those 
dollars very wisely next year as it helps people 
every day!  

i have been reflecting on my time on the board a lot over the last few months, looking at all the 
changes that have come to the Kinsmen foundation as it continues to move forward. With the 
implementation of putting all of the apps online from the big package of paper we used to receive 
on a monthly basis, praying that it arrived on friday rather than the monday before the meeting. 
Not to mention the volume of applications we now see at each and every meeting. Who would have 
thought that 100 apps could seem like a pretty easy meeting? Well, we actually feel that way now! 
the training that has been implemented for the new Zone Reps as they prepare for their 2 year term, 
the mentorship that happens, and how they are better prepared and more confident in the system in 
a much more timely matter. finally, i look back at who i was when i began and who i am now… even 
i am surprised by the growth this organization has blessed me with. i will forever be grateful.  

i have many thank you’s that i can’t leave without mentioning… thank you to Darcy, your support has 
been much appreciated and i know it hasn’t always been easy… to my kids, who literally don’t know 
life without foundation meetings being a monthly occurrence, i have asked you to sacrifice and i 
am so thankful for your understanding… my extended family – you have all made this opportunity 
possible for me, the sacrifices that you all made so i could do this never went unnoticed… to the 
amazing office staff, not only do i consider you my friends, but now you are more like family, thank 
you, you are all very  special and talented with the tasks you call your career we are blessed to have 
you all… to the Kinsmen foundation board members that i have been so fortunate to work with 
past and present, i have never in my life felt so connected, thank you for all of your tremendous 
effort and friendships…thank you to my Kinette club here in lloydminster, you have all been very 
supportive of my work on the board, i appreciate it!...thank you Kin for allowing me this great 
opportunity… 

i am looking forward to being an active lloydminster Kinette next year and supporting Darcy 
through his tm 41 year… but most importantly, i am looking forward to devoting more energy into 
being a mom! if i have learned anything throughout this journey is how absolutely fortunate i am to 
be blessed with 2 healthy children, which is priceless.  

i look forward to my path crossing with yours over the coming month and years to come! i will see 
you all at assiniboia! it is the service that brings us here, but it is the friendships that keep us here. 

yours in Kin, 

leanne Wildeman
Kinsmen foundation, past Chair
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ZoNe a Rep RepoRt

My first year as Zone A rep has been 
extremely rewarding and has been a  
big eye opener.  i would like to say thank you 
all the representives on the board as they have 
been very helpful and supportive in this learning 
curve.  Sitting on the board, i have learned what 
a great need there is for this foundation, as 
hundreds of people would be dire straights if not 
for the help of this foundation.  it also makes you 
so proud to live in this province, to see year after 
year the great support that goes out to support 
this very worthy cause.  

Sitting at the long meetings and watching the 
tears of joy when some one gets their application 
passed or when someone has to say they have 
to withdraw the application as the person has 
passed away. every meeting you know you are 
making a difference in someones life and their 
family and the community.  

i have worked on over 56 applictions with 20 
of these apps coming from our zone. the need 
is so great as the downturn in the economy 
has stretched peoples finacial capacities.  
applications from the far north, lloydminster, 
battleford, meadow lake and communities in 
between.  

Kin, Kinsmen and Kinettes are always working in 
fundraising for telelmiracle, whether it is steak 
night in lloyd, or steak and lobster in meadow, 
the event always bring out great people who 
are willing to donate even in this economic 
downturn.  

typically the meetings last one long day but 
we now havse 2-2day meetings with last one in 
June, could be 3 days.   
 
as we wind down this year, i am already looking 
forward to next year and the potential of more 
involvement. i am attending Nationals this year 
and looking forward to the learning and growth 
this opportunity will bring and meeting Kin from 
across Canada. 

louise Slater
Zone a

ZoNe B RepoRt           

Hello fellow Kinettes and Kinsmen, 
my name is David alexander and i am sad to report 
that this is my last year as Rep for Zone B on the 
Board of Directors. i can’t believe how fast two years 
can go on this amazing board. this year alone has 
been extremely busy as we have dealt with over 1000 
applications and we still have one more meeting to 
go!!.

i would like to take this time to thank Zone B for 
allowing me the opportunity to represent our district 
at the board table. i encourage everyone to stop 
by during one of the meetings to see firsthand the 
decisions that are made that are life changing for the 
recipients.

thank you.

David alexander

ZoNe D Rep RepoRt

Hello Fellow Kin! 

first, let me say, CoNgRatulatioNS on another 
successful telemiracle and thank you to the fantastic 
tm Committee that created such a wonderful show!  

i cannot believe how quick this Kin year has gone.  
our board has two more meetings left before we 
break for July and august.  this year has been 
amazing, i cannot say that enough.  Being a member 
of the Kinsmen Board of Directors has been 
extremely rewarding and i am looking forward to 
what next year is going to bring.  last year, when i 
attended a meeting as a guest it really opened my 
eyes as to what goes on behind the scenes that we 
don’t really see.  for example: the hard work that 
the reps put in preparing for the meeting and the 
types on requests for funding that come across their 
desks.  if you want to come check out a meeting as 
my guest please send me an email at pamzonedtm@
gmail.com and i will make those arrangements.  
i would highly recommend this if you have the 
chance!  

yiK

pam massine 
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ZoNe h Rep RepoRt

Wow!  District KiNvention already??  this year was my first 
year on the foundation Board.  it has been extremely rewarding 
to serve in this capacity.  thank you for the opportunity to get to 
know the outstanding Kin community in D3.  i look forward to one 
more year working to help make miracles happen through the 
generosity of the people of Saskatchewan!

yiK

Jacquie mvula
Zone h

Wow! District
KiNvention already??
“                           “ 

My first year with the Kinsmen 
foundation is almost over, and 
what a year it has been! it has 
been full of hard work and great 
achievement. Spending hours 
preparing for meetings and 
knowing that it was all worth 
it after the weekend is over, 
and that it means the world to 
most of our applicants. Being 
a Zone Rep is such a fulfilling 
position. feeling that you have 
changed a person’s situation for 
the better in the time of need 
is a feeling that not everyone 
gets to feel so many times 
and it is a privilege that i get 
the opportunity to feel that 
feeling on a monthly basis. 
Just remember telemiracle is 
not just a once a year thing, it 
is important everyday! hope 
to see everyone at Districts in 
June and Nationals in august!

yiK,

Brittany Corbett
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ZoNe i fouNDatioN RepoRt 

This year has disappeared 
and so has my second year 
on the board. these past two 
years have been so rewarding. i 
am very excited to announce that 
i was the only one wanting the 
opportunity to represent Zone 
i.  i am very pleased and excited 
to be on the board for two more 
years.  i want to say thank you to 
all my board members.  i believe 
the best part of this experience, 
aside from getting to know the 
applicants, is the relationship 
you get to build with the other 
Directors and the staff at the 
foundation office.  i look forward 
to meeting our newest reps in  
the fall.   

telemiracle was another success 
- it never ceases to amaze 
me the caring and willingness 
to give from the people of 
Saskatchewan, and their willingness to help those less fortunate.  By all the pictures posted on facebook, 
looks like everyone enjoyed the company of Kim Coates! 

please always feel like you can reach out to me with any questions or concerns you may have.  i 
encourage anyone anytime to join me at a board meeting in the future. 

yours in Kin,

Jodie molsberry 
Zone i Rep

Time sure flies when you are having fun!  
We are three quarters through our kin year already and before you know it, summer vacations will 
be happening.  i want to thank everyone who has helped me with my first year of being a board 
member, especially the second year board reps that will be finishing their term this year. you have 
lead by example with the dedication, passion and time that you have put in this past year and i 
wanted you all to know that it has not gone unnoticed. please give yourselves a well deserved pat 
on the back! you have impacted not only your applicant’s lives, but mine as well. you have set the 
bar high for us first years, but i hope we can continue the great work you and all the past board 
members  
have accomplished. thank you for doing what you do!

yours in Kin,

Brittany huber
Kinsmen foundation
Kin member at large
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viCe ChaiR RepoRt
 
 
With District Convention less than a month away and one last foundation meeting left for 
the year, i find myself thinking about the year that has passed and the year ahead.  i think about the 
continuous renewal that happens at the board table; the act of changing the vice chair, chair and 
past chair each year is in many ways an end and a beginning again – with mixed emotions of sadness 
and renewed excitement.  i want to take a moment to thank leanne Wildeman for her tireless work 
and for sharing her wisdom from her 7 years’ experience on the board – she is leaving very big shoes 
to fill.  i also want to congratulate Scott lamb on his appointment to the Kinsmen foundation as the 
incoming vice Chair!   

over the past few weeks, i have been referring to myself as the incoming chair of the Kinsmen 
foundation; in that sense it’s an ending of the work i’ve done as the policy committee chair (work 
that quite frankly i’m not ready to give up!  heads up Scott – i may need an intervention in about 
six weeks, you can tell me to put down the policy manual) and to take on the work of the chair.  it 
seems to be coming up so quickly!  fortunately i will have trent helping me as past chair and for 
that i’m grateful – past chairs carry a lot of the history and background and i’m sure i’m not the only 
incoming chair who is breathing a sigh of relief knowing they are not alone in doing the important 
work of running the board – trent, be patient with me and help me when i need it.  i also consider 
myself extremely lucky to have the opportunity to work with our new executive director Cindy Xavier 
who has brought her revitalizing energy and spirit into the office – thank you and looking forward to 
more great things in the year ahead. 

the work ahead will have its challenges and rewards, as it does every year.  there will be challenges 
we face as a board; the ever increasing need for funding.  the tough job of saying no to those 
who are not in our mandate.  the satisfying but emotionally draining rewards of calling applicants 
with the news that in many ways will change their lives and the lives of their families.  i have seen 
great zone reps over the years both as a fellow rep and now as the vice chair, and each of them 
have in many ways taught me what it means to be persistent; to have passion; to really listen; to be 
strong advocates for what they believe – qualities i hope to demonstrate as the foundation chair.  
individuals who perhaps weren’t sure they could do it have come through the process feeling more 
confident and stronger than when they started.  and that renews each year with our new zone reps 
who come forward.  that is the process i face as chair as well – but with the help of the incredible 
people around me, i know it’s going to work out just fine.  Just as it has for the years before me. 

yours in Kin,  

eli Rizk
incoming Kinsmen foundation Chair



17

the impoRtaNCe of ChaRitaBle legaCieS
 
 
Charitable legacies have been one of the major sources of donation income for many 
charities. people who feel connected to a cause or an organization often choose to leave a portion 
of their estate to their favorite charity or a number of selected charities. often they do not realize 
the many ways that bequests can be shared with non-profits. the most common type of bequest 
donation comes through a gift by Will. other equally important types of bequests can include RRif’s, 
life insurance policies and Residual interest on items such as real estate, land or stock portfolios 
where the charity can be named the beneficiary. 

each type of bequest qualifies the executor for a significant tax credits on the final tax return thereby 
leaving more remaining income for the surviving beneficiaries. it is a win-win for everyone. if you or 
a family member are considering this type of legacy it is important to have an up to date will and to 
have the conversation with your executor regarding your wishes.  
for nonprofit charitable organizations like the Kinsmen foundation 
these types of bequests are important to our cause.  

telemiracle gives the Kinsmen foundation an opportunity to honor 
the memory of those who give so generously to our organization 
and the people of Saskatchewan. our Kinsmen and Kinettes can 
share information about charitable legacies with people in their 
community. if you need more information about how to leave a 
charitable legacy contact the Kinsmen foundation at 306.244.6400.
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TeleMirACle 
COMMiTTee repOrTs

RepoRt fRom telemiRaCle 41 ChaiR,  

DarCy wilDeman 

 
Greetings fellow Kin,   

i hope that this finds everyone doing great and starting to enjoy the great weather 
that we have been experiencing. it is hard to believe that another Kin year is 
coming to a close yet again, where does the time go? i look forward to seeing 
everyone at District Convention and meeting some new faces.   
 
i want to extend a huge thanks to todd and the telemiracle 40 committee, what 
a great group to work with. also want to extend a huge thank-you to all of you 
Kin members across Saskatchewan who make this all possible, it takes a lot of 
individuals to make telemiracle happen. i can’t forget all the great ladies at the 
office. thank-you ladies, you all seem to be the glue to hold us all together when 
things feel like they’re coming apart at the seams.   
 
i look forward to the challenge and the experience of leading Kin to another great 
telemiracle. the team and i are hard at work already working on tm 41 meetings, 
hotels, and souvenirs. i want to thank everyone that is on my team for stepping 
up and giving up some of their time to be a part of tm41, it truly is a rewarding 
experience.  
 
if i don’t get the chance to see you at 
District Convention, have a great 
summer. if you are in the area look us  
up, the coffee pot is always on, and if 
not its always 5:00 somewhere.  
 
yours in Kin  
 
Darcy Wildeman  
telemiracle 41 Chairperson 
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faCilitieS RepoRt

Greetings and salutations. 

Wow $5,200,071.00.  it’s absolutely amazing how 
everyone gathers together to put on an amazing 
show year after year.  Being part of tm 40 was 
an experience of a life time.  New friendships 
and many great memories were made through 
the entire journey.  Sean and i would like to 
thank everyone who pitched in and help with our 
facility Crew and the rest of the show.  Best of 
luck of too Darcy and his tm 41 crew.      
 
yours in Kin.  

Clark gawryluik & Sean olson  
facilities Chairs, tm 40. 

StagiNg RepoRt

My year on the committee came with many new beginnings, personal 
growth and above all, a renewed outlook on the goodwill and heart of 
this beautiful province.  

the goals for the committee were set early, everyone was excited to be apart of 
this milestone year. through several meetings and gatherings our team stood 
together and pushed on to make this a year to remember.  
 
Being apart of this committee was truly a life changing opportunity, it opened 
me up to new experiences and people that i’d otherwise may not have had the 
chance to meet. there is a great deal of responsibly with ever position, but with the 
expectations comes a great deal of pride and emotion seeing your year achieve and 
excel its goals.   

the feeling you get standing on stage during the finale, can’t easily be explained, 
it’s one of deep emotion and joy knowing you and your amazing team have made it. 
made a difference and hopefully influenced others to do the same.   

thank you to everyone who stood behind us as this year went on, and to all the family 
and friends for helping us push through. Without you we couldn’t have done it.  

Steve Kirwan

TM 40 was 
an experience
of a lifetime.

“  
                    
     “ 
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maNpoWeR ChaiR RepoRt 

Hello District 3 Kin!  

i hope everyone had a great time at telemiracle.  
We as Kin and the people of Saskatchewan have 
$5.2 million reasons to celebrate.  thank you 
everyone who volunteered in any way for your 
time and hard work. you made this anniversary 
year a great success even in this economy.  

New this year to telemiracle was the 
implementation of the online registration for 
both manpower and hotel room registrations.  
from a manpower chair point of view it saved a 
whole lot of time not having to take all the paper 
based forms and inputting the info into a spread 
sheet.  i hope everyone found it fast, easy and 
more convenient than the paper based forms.  
With everything new there is always things to 
learn and changes that need to be made.  i 
welcome any feedback you may have about the 
new registration - good or bad.  We have learnt 
some things and have already implemented 
some changes so some of your suggestions may 
have already been dealt with.  if you would like 
to comment or leave suggestions please e-mail 
manpower@telemiracle.com. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding as we implement 
this change.   

thank you once again for volunteering, without 
you there would not be telemiracle.  i hope 
everyone has a safe and happy summer.    

Susan Colbow 
tm40 manpower Chair 

Telemiracle Teddy
telemiracle teddy is available to promote your 
telemiracle fundraiser orto just have some fun at 
community events...all year round! 

if you would like to borrow teddy, we would be 
pleased to hear from you! 

1.Call the telemiracle office at 244-6400 ext 4.  
 
2.let us know what day(s) you need him for and 
we will check the schedule to make sure that he 
is available.  

3.give us your contact information – a contact 
person and number plus a street address where 
we can send him to.   

4.let us know if you need any additional supplies 
with him– like balloons, stickers, etc.  

5.We usually ship teddy out by bus on our dime 
and ask that you ship him back to us on your 
dime.you can make arrangements to pick him up 
if you want.
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eDuCatioN ChaiR RepoRt 

First off i would like to say thank you to everyone Kin member who worked so hard to 
help make this such an amazing year! each year you truly amazing me with your totals, your 
ideas, your willingness to get the job done and of course the love and friendship that is surrounding 
everyone during the show!  
 
i was very honored to be a part of the telemiracle 40 committee! i was blessed to see and learn 
more about what your fundraising does besides making that tote board shine at the end of the 
show! thank you to todd and to every member of the committee, the foundation and of course the 
Rockstar team in the office for all you have done and continue to do for this organization!  
 
i enjoyed working with the school groups so much this year! Seeing their faces while getting ready 
to run on stage or after they came back from putting up those big totals was awesome. i also liked 
talking to many groups of kids and sharing what telemiracle is all about and how they can get 
involved! it was inspiring to me to watch the next generation of possible Kin members learn why we 
all do what we do and how it truly changes so many lives for the people in our province!  
 
i hope you all have an excellent summer and i can’t wait to begin working on the next round of 
miracles and see how many lives we can change together!  
 
yours in Kin,  
 
tracy prang  

pR ChaiR RepoRt 

Wow, another year in the books and 
another five million dollars raised for 
the people of saskatchewan.thank you for 
all your help with public Relations, from the 
wonderful Social media team who was headed 
by my wife Jesse, to all you who helped get 
the word spread on twitter, facebook and 
instagram.  it is an amazing that so many people 
donate money and trust us to spend it wisely, 
it says a lot about the members of Kin.  it was a 
great working with one of the top 40 telemiracle 
chairs, thanks for having me on your team todd. 

thanks,

Clint Shkuratoff
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Are YOU interested in being on 
the Telemiracle 42 Committee  
in 2018?

many Kinsmen and Kinettes that have had the opportunity to be on a telemiracle Committee will tell 
you it was one of the most rewarding experiences of their Kin career.  it can be a lot of work along 
with a lot of fun and fellowship while raising millions of dollars to help people across Saskatchewan.  
 
the telemiracle Chair is selected, on application, by the executive Committee of the Kinsmen 
foundation in may of each year.  the Chair then forms his/her committee from among Saskatchewan 
Kin.  the telemiracle 42 Chair will be selected this year.  
 
if you are interested in being on the Committee, please let us know.  this is not an application 
process, but an opportunity for Kin to express interest to be passed on to the next telemiracle Chair. 

Committee positions are:                
 Corporate Sponsorship education facilities                
 finance food manpower  
 public Relations Security Kin Coordinator
 Staging transportation                             
 
please send your expression of interest by June 30 by mail to the telemiracle office, 2217C 
hanselman Court, Saskatoon, SK S7l 6a8attention: telemiracle 42 Chair; or by email to kin.debra@
sasktel.net.  
 
it would be helpful if you would indicate what area you would be able to assist in, why you have 
selected that area, and how you may be contacted.    
 
if you have any questions about being on a Committee, please contact any member of the Kinsmen 
foundation executive or the office at 306-244-6400. 
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#AMAZiNG 
AssiNibOiA  
With 26 members, the Kinette Club of 
Assiniboia has a great mixture of forward-
thinking and progressive individuals 
almagamating with faithful and determined 
long-time members.  this combination creates 
a dynamic and vibrant club, ready to make a 
difference in the community, provincial and 
national levels.  

on a community level, the club has directly 
hosted several events for both adults and 
children.  in December, we held a Breakfast with 
Santa, which provided a free pancake breakfast 
and gave kids a chance to meet and take pictures 
with the Big guy in Red.  in february, the club 
organized a ladies movie Night in support of 
telemiracle, which featured a private screening 
of the perpetual favorite, Dirty Dancing.  We 
also took to the streets for the National Day of 
KiNdness and handed out goodies to our fellow 
assiniboians.  in march, the successful Children’s 
fantasy Ball was a huge hit for the second year 
in a row and this year’s “treasure island” theme 
created a wonderful backdrop for lots of fun.  
more recently, we held an easter egg hunt in the 
park, allowing kids of all ages to hunt for eggs, 
win prizes and meet the easter Bunny!  at the 
end of may, we will be wrapping up our inaugural 
Books for Bikes contest with both the elementary 
and middle schools, giving away 2 bikes and 
helmets in support of literacy. 

Not only did the club organize and host events 
within the community, but also volunteered 
time in support of other causes.  While some 
members attended flC in october, others 
stayed behind to volunteer at a benefit auction 
and supper supporting a local man recently 
diagnosed with leukemia.  We were also present 
at hockey games raising money for telemiracle.  
most recently, some members helped at the final 
refreshment stop for a mother’s Day Walk/Run in 
support of mental illness and domestic violence. 

By: Jesse shkuratoff 

& lisa martin
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the club also has a presence the provincial 
level.  there is a member serving on the District 
executive as membership director.  members 
attended flC and zone conferences, and one 
has been elected as Deputy governor for Zone 
g.  a group of ladies attended Saskatoon’s 75th 
anniversary event and had a huge presence at 
telemiracle.  in the month of June, we will tear it 
up as the club hosts the D3 Convention, which is 
going to be a gooD time. 

We are proud of what our club from a little town 
of 2,500 people has been able to accomplish 
in one year.  it’s no wonder that we have had 
three new members this year and will continue 
to grow.  people want to be a part of something 
that makes a difference, and the assiniboia 
Kinettes do just that.  they make a difference. 

the ladies of the Kinette Club of assiniboia 
are not afraid to take on new projects and 
responsibilities for the betterment of our 
community. We are a positive, vibrant and 
exciting club and the future looks bright.

for more information about the assiniboia 
Kinettes, please visit www.assiniboiakinettes.com
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HUMbOlDT 
On behalf of the Humboldt and District Kinette’s i would 
like to forward a list of events that have taken place or will be 
happening before the end of June 2016. 

october - We hosted market platz (big craft show, many 
crafters from 100 mile radius attend to showcase their items.  
We have a great turnout every year.) 

December - our club did the Christmas Cheer program 
which gave out over 110 food/gift hampers this year. 

January/february - held 3 telemiracle fundraisers (Steak 
Night, 1st annual ladder lift (2 hours raised $1,710; picture 
attached; partnered with other community groups), and 
partnered with the humboldt Knights of Columbus for a 
pancake breakfast (picture also attached).  telemiracle teddy 
attended both the ladder lift and pancake Breakfast this year. 

Spring/fall - We offer 2 babysitting courses a year. may - We 
host  
a Diva Kinnection; this year may 22 is a fashion show; partnering 
with two local businesses to have a great afternoon with the 
ladies 

June - Diva for a Day golf tournament - golf day, our second 
year and we partner with Big Brothers Big Sisters of humboldt 
June - in conjunction with the humboldt Summer Sizzler 
weekend; we put a float in the parade to promote our club; 
telemiracle teddy always loves to participate 

9 months of the year - we clean a playschool once a month We 
promote our events via local event calendars, newspapers and 
facebook (humboldt and District Kinettes). 

our club has 15 members. 

as motivational speaker, Darci lang says - “Busy is a Blessing!

”thank you for the opportunity to share what the humboldt 
Kinette’s are up to!! 

Sincerely, 
Susan Dunne marketing/Communications Chair humboldt  
& District Kinette’s 
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llOYDMiNsTer
The lloydminster Kinette 
Club was able to make 
a $2000 donation to the 
lloydminster youth Centre 
to help fund their summer 
program.  
 

the Kinette Club of lloydminster 
is holding their 2nd annual 
Kinette glow Run on September 
24th.  all proceeds go to Cystic 
fibrosis.   Come join us if you 
can....more details will be posted 
on the District 3 facebook page 
as they are available.   
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MelFOrT

melfort Chamber of Commerce awards ceremony that is held annually.  
the melfort Kinsmen and Kinettes were honored to be nominated 
in the category of Community involvement - Non profit this year 
along with the melfort mustangs and the melfort Communities in 

Bloom.  We were recognized 
for our continuous support of 
community projects such as 
playgrounds, local scholarships 
(muCC and Cumberland 
College), Babysitter’s Course, 
New year’s Baby, Salvation army’s 
Secret Santa program, melfort 
food Bank, melfort public library 
just to name a few.  the votes 
were cast by our peers in the 
community and we are humbled 
and honored to have won this 
award this year.  We couldn’t do 
what we do without the support 
of our community as well as 
the sponsorship from the local 
businesses.  attending the awards 
were myself, leanne veinot, 
Janis Krause and Shelly farrell.  
accepting the award on behalf of 
the melfort Kinsmen and Kinettes 
was tammy allan.

KiNsMeN &
KiNeTTes
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priNCe AlberT
the prince albert Kinsmen host several parties and fundraisers throughout the year.  
https://www.facebook.com/princealbertkinsmen/ 

KiNsMeN
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pilOT bUTTe

the pilot Butte & District Kinette Club chartered 
on November 27, 2015.  prior to chartering, 
meetings and conversations were held about who 
we wanted to be as a club and what we wanted to 
support.  the who we want to be piece referred to 
the atmosphere we wanted our club to have and 
the member experience we hoped to offer.  as 
such, we included a members Code of Conduct 
and the ability to vote by email in our house rules.  
in considering what we wanted to support, we 
decided we wanted our focus to be on community 
service and personal development with fund 
raising being a lesser priority.  

our initial goals for the club for the 2015-2016 Kin 
year were to charter and to attend telemiracle.  
our actual activities included: 

-a table at the pilot Butte tradeshow promoting 
our club – cost to club - $60.00 (donated by a 
member) 

KiNeTTes

-Dress for Success Clothing pick up – gathered 
3 Suvs full of clothing for this not-for-profit 
organization –cost to club - $0

-Christmas food Bank Collection and Kin Social 
– collected 130 lbs of food and $150.00 for the 
Regina food Bank – cost to club - $0
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-volunteered at the Dress for Success ladies’ 
Night out – cost to club - $0

-attended the Queen City Kinettes’ ladies Night 
out in support of telemiracle – cost to club - $0 
(members paid for their own tickets out of pocket) 

-Distributed helping hands for telemiracle in pilot 
Butte and White City – cost to club - $0

-escorted telemiracle teddy to pilot Butte to visit 
the Blue Rooster Coffee Shop and Bronco’s pub 
for photo ops and to a community hockey game 
where our club did the 50/50 draw and raised 
$150.00 for telemiracle – cost to club - $0

So, on essentially a budget of $0.00, these are 
the activities that the pilot Butte Kinettes have 
participated in in their first five months.  the 
community acknowledgement and support that 
we have received through participating in these 
events has been priceless. 

moving forward, we will be volunteering at the 
pilot Butte Rodeo, walking in the CaRStaR Walk to 
make Cystic fibrosis history and hosting a weekly 
Chase the ace 50/50 lottery at Broncos pub in 
pilot Butte.  

the process of chartering this club was not 
without its challenges, as is always the case.  the 
strong club we have formed, the joy of introducing 
Kin to a new community and the future 
opportunities ahead of us make is all worthwhile.  

yours in Kin 

Corie Ruzicka-olson 
Charter president, pilot Butte & District Kinettes 



32

rOse VAlleY
Rose valley & District Kinettes had an exciting year. We kicked off the year by having a Christmas party 
and we had Brad Johner and the Johner Boys come out and perform to a 200 people crowd. We raised 
some much needed funds for our club. We followed with Santa Day and had kids come out for sleigh 
rides, crafts and a movie. finished off 2015 with Skate in the New year its been a yearly event with this 
year close to 100 people in attendance. We served hot chocolate and did the countdown and had 
balloons and noise makers for the kids. finished off the evening with some spectacular fireworks put 
off by the Rose valley fire Department. Next on the list was telemiracle fundraiser which we had a 
pancake Breakfast, Silent auction and 50/50. our total for telemiracle was 12,071.95 pretty good for 
a small town. We had a easter egg hunt at School for the kids and who showed up but not only the 
easter Bunny. We hosted Zone B Conference and it was a fun time socializing and meeting some new 
people who have the same goal in mind which is the better of the kin foundation. We present an award 
to a graduating student with the meritorious award. We kicked off our annual Community Calendar 
fundraiser again. finally would like to add which organzations we donated money to this year they 
include: Spinal muscular atrophy, cystic fybrosis, huntingtons, crones/colitis, rose valley playschool, 
archerwill playschool, archerwill fire department, rose valley fire department, parkland library, 
archerwill library, queen elizabeth park archerwill, care bus for manor, rose valley community spirit 
manor, rose valley hall, fosston curling club, fosston community hall and rose valley rink.  
 
Submitted by: melissa Rustad Rose valley & District Kinettes president

KiNeTTes
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sAsKATOON KiNeTTes
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sWiFT CUrreNT
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KiN qUill 
AWArD
‘Twas a cold and dreary night, you know, your 
average winter evening in Regina. little did i know, 
nothing about that night and where it would lead me 
was average.   

DeCemBeR 4, 2014  

i was well-rested after my early evening nap and 
eager to start my first shift with operation Red Nose. 
a program i knew well because my parents used it in 
my hometown of Rouyn-Noranda, QC.   
 
the weather was dreadful, not the kind of night 
you want to spend on the road, but our cause was 
valiant, getting people home safely.   
 
i was a rookie, and it showed. i didn’t really know 
anyone, but luckily the people in the Kin house 
headquarters were warm and welcoming. 

at the time, i was going there for a one-time 
volunteering deal. i had no idea what Kin was when 
i arrived that night, but my hope to join the Kinettes 
was clear by the end of my long shift, a night spent 
chatting with a member while discovering Regina 
- a feat i hadn’t yet accomplished. after that cold 
December night, i embarked on a journey with the 
Kinettes i hadn’t planned on or expected. 

i had been living in the capital of Saskatchewan 
for over two years, yet i hadn’t forged friendships 
with people here. i didn’t want to risk getting close 
to anyone because i felt lost. i had no idea what 
direction my life was going in, and i feared that 
adding people i cared about to the mix would 
complicate things.  

See, i hadn’t planned on moving to the land of the 
living skies, just like i hadn’t planned on starting a 
career in media. they just fell in my lap, much like 
the Kinettes did. it turns out, the things i don’t plan 
in life are the most rewarding and important to me. 
the Kinettes have become part of the wonderful list 
of coincidences i’m grateful for. 

When i started out with the club, i was shy and 
reserved. i was still wary of getting attached. i was, 
however, observant. During those quiet moments 
of people watching, i learned so much about my 
fellow Kinettes. i found out about their careers, their 
families, their ambitions and their goals, but most 
importantly i found a new definition of Kinship. one 
of support, closeness and team spirit i didn’t know i 
longed for, one i didn’t know was possible.  

Whenever one of our members was going through 
a hard time, i saw how everyone banded together to 
help in any way they could. i came to admire every 
one of the women in this Kin family. 

they taught me that surrounding yourself with 
others isn’t a distraction or a weakness, but a 
strength. they showed me what sisterhood is about, 
why caring matters. their stories inspired me to push 
myself, to thrive, to go after what i want. i learned 
that life is worth appreciating and living, not just 
pushing through.  

thanks to them, i’ve strived to better myself in my 
personal and professional life, to learn from the 
bumps in the road and to move forward.  

all of these lessons brought me to the realisation 
that if i don’t do what i’ve always dreamt of doing, 
i’m going to regret it for the rest of my life. 

i’ve decided to move to the emerald isle this fall on 
a working holiday visa. i had no idea it would be this 
difficult to leave the golden prairies and my friends 
behind. they will always hold a special place in my 
mind and heart. i can never thank them enough for 
helping me become who i am today. i hope to see 
them again in the future. until then, i’ll be looking 
back at my time with the Kinettes with the same 
warmth they demonstrated the first night i arrived 
at the Kin house headquarters on that cold, dreary 
December 4th. 

Shannon lacroix
Saskatoon Kinettes, District 3 
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VeNTUre 
OUTsiDe
YOUr ClUb
it’s a big scary world out there!  embrace it!

and by world, i mean Canada, and in particular Kin 
clubs and the members.

i have fallen in love with attendingour Kin 
conferences.  Whether it being Zone, flC, 
Districtsor Nationals, there is always something to 
betaught or learnedand always so much fun to be 
had.  i would be amiss if i didn’t tell you what my 
favorite thing that all these conferences have in 
common?  my number one reason i love attending 
all the Kin conferences is meeting new people.

let’s crunch some numbers.  Don’t worry, i am not 
a numbers person so iwill keep itbasic.if there are 
approx 6,500 members across Canada, with approx 
1,000 members in Saskatchewanand approx 300 
members in my Zone, and only 1/8th of the members 
attend each conference, a member venturing outside 
their club would have the possibility, in a year, of 
meeting approx 975 people!  Nowi understand 
that my math may be off and that a person doesn’t 
actually meet each and every person at a conference.

So if i am being realistic, this membermight meet 
75 of those 975 people during their Kin yearat 
conferences.  the thing i likeloveaboutthat 
number?  that memberwill be hooked!  Soon they 
will realize how many ideas and amazing people 
that are a part of this organization.  imagine that 
member thenattending2, 3 or allof the conferences 
the year after!  he or she will not only meetmore 
people,solidifypast friendships, create amazing new 
ones, expand their minds & ideas and of course, 
there is always becoming a facebook friend!

of coursethere is always educationas well.  each 
and every conference has a new little “a-ha” 
moment.  it may be something that pulls on the 
heart stringsand you decide to host a fundraiser.  it 
could be something thatmakes the gears in the head 

it’s a big  
scary world  
out there!
embrace it!

“  

“
turn a little harder or easier sometimesand it starts a 
conversation. it may be something a presenter said or 
it may be something a fellow Kin said at supper.

this member will have their eyes opened to all the 
possibilitiesthat Kin has to offer; the friendships, the 
opportunity to grow, to expand their horizons, to 
learn new skills, to help out fellow Canadians, all 
by looking past their own club.  they will see every 
day people stepping up, sometimes by stepping out 
of their comfort zone.  these members becoming 
Deputy governor, District Risk manager, National 
Director, hRef trustee, or even National president.  
these fellow Kinall started where you did, a new 
member, joining a Kin club in their community, 
wanting to make a difference, wanting to make new 
friendsor even just as a social event out of the house.

looking back inmy short Kinlife, i can’t count how 
many friends i have made across this country.  
there always is a lot of laughter, some tearsand 
fun to be had.i learn something at each conference 
i attend.Dressing up for costume parties, playing 
games, dancing, visiting and of course, the 
shenanigans provide me amazing memories.

make a goal for the next Kin year.  plan on attending 
at least one conference and at that conference, 
introduce yourself to two new people.  listen at 
that conference and learn one new thing.   take that 
new knowledge and share it with your club, have a 
discussion and see where it leads. 

venture outside your club, your zone, your district.  
you never know who you might meet, who might 
inspire you, who will make you laugh and whowill 
make you proud.

yiK,

april hopkins
Saskatoon & District Kinettes, District 3 
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